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were cast there in September, I74I.1 In the following month the Com-
pany's " linguist" at Isfahan reported the arrival there of the first consign-
ment of Mazandaran timber ; it is believed to have reached Busmre
later in the year or at the beginning of 1742. The unfortunate peasants
had to transport this material themselves, and large numbers perished
of exhaustion.8 The manner in which this material was utilised will be
described later in this chapter.
In June, 1741, Imam Verdi Khan, the Sardar or General of the Gar-
mirat, who took precedence over the Admiral, quarrelled with the latter
and imprisoned him at Cong. The Sardar later had some conversations
with the English Agent, in the course of which he " talked of the mighty
Designs to be prosecuted with this Fleet, but in a way that showed his
Ignorance of such matters.*'8 In October, Imam Verdi Khan asked the
Dutch Agent to lend him two ships that were then off Gombroon to take
part in another expedition against the rebel Arabs. The Dutch Agent
made such difficulties that the Sardar at length seized the two ships, sent
the two Dutch captains and their officers and men ashore, and sailed off
to attack the enemy at Qais. After the Persian fleet had landed some
5"oo men on the island, the Arab ships appeared and opened fire.
The Sardar's ship engaged and sank one of the mutineers' vessels
with heavy loss of life, and then proceeded to engage another ship. Being
apparently dissatisfied with the short range of his guns, Imam Verdi
Khan ordered one of them to be doubly charged ; the result was that,
when the gun was fired, it burst, killing a score of men and mortally
wounding the Sardar himself. Although he knew but little of naval
matters, he certainly knew how to die. " Do not let the enemy know ! "
he said and died soon afterwards.4 Both sides having suffered severely,
then broke off the battle ; the advantage rested with the Arabs, because
of the loss of the Sardar and of most of the men whom the Persians had
landed on the island of Qais before the action began.
At the beginning of January, 1742, two new 14-gun ships arrived at
Gombroon from Sind, and, much to the annoyance of the English Agent,
another vessel was acquired at Bushire by " unauthorised purchase "
from a private individual named Peacock.6 It was at this time that Taqi
Khan Shirazi, having been reinstated in his former position of Beglarbegi,
arrived at Gombroon. In the following month the keel of a large ship
1 Gombroon Diary,   I3th/24th September.
•Bazin, p. 319.
* Gombroon Diary, 25th July/5th August, 1741.
4 K.N., p. 367, and Gombroon Diary, 26th October/6th November;  according to Muhammad
Kazim, Imam Verdi Khan had a maund (6£ Ibs.) of flesh torn ofi when the gun exploded.
Otter (Vol. II, pp.. 156 and 157) mentions this battle, but is incorrect in saying that it was
the Persian admiral who perished on this occasion.
'Gombroon Diary, 27th January/7th February, 1741.

